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What makes this British Council commissioned report so 

fascinating is how the notion of 'global English' is explored in 

connection with international, economic, technological and cultural 

changes, and how these changes, in turn, could weaken the 

'unassailable' position of English as the language of the world 

market. 

The report 1s divided into three parts: A World in Transition, 

Education, and Conclusions and Policy Implications. The first part 

has five main sections entitled: demography, economy, technology, 

society, and languages. The second part deals primarily with higher 

education and learning English. Part three, as a conclusion, is 

centered around the question: "Who is a native speaker?" 

Right after his introduction, the author offers a small section as an 

aperitif called 'Key Trends,' urging readers to think about vital 

issues surrounding English as a global language. Some of the 

trends mentioned in this section would appear to support the 

author's suggestion that native-speaker norms are becoming less 

than hegemonic as English is included in the basic education of an 

increasing number of countries. He also suggests that Asia-India 

and China in particular-probably now hold the key to the long 

term future of English as a global language, and that the end 

of 'English as a Foreign Language' may be drawing near. 




