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Abstract

We currently live in a world of information technology that enables us
to learn about today's and yesterday's events in different parts of the
world very quickly. Consequently, we, as teachers, must provide our pupils
with the ability to understand news, and to assess its accuracy and significance.

In particular, newspapers provide a readily available and interesting
source of material for students in English and more teachers are using news
items, special features, cartoons, photographs and even advertisements as
supplementary materials to teach English.

This paper first describes functions of newspapers. Then it goes on to
discuss the language used in the headlines and stories: about the expressions
used in the newspapers, misleading headlines; judging the reliability of the
source and how to persuade readers to continue to the conclusion of the article.

The last part covers a variety of exercises that help and encourage
students to read newspapers with ease and with fun. All four teaching and
learningskills - listening, speaking, readingand writing -are involved and integrated.

We currently live in a world of
information technology. It is possible to
learn about today's and yesterday's events
in different parts of the world very quickly -
about wars and disasters, military coups and
elections, fashion shows and football results.
This makes the world a global village.
Consequently, we, as teachers, should
provide our pupils with guidelines both to
understand news and to assess its accuracy
and significance.

This paper attempts to find ways to:

1) help students follow the news with
understanding,

2) help them develop the ability to

assess its accuracy and significance,

3) encourage the reading of newspapers
with ease and with pleasure,

4) demonstrate how readers are
persuaded to read to the end of the story, and

5) show that vocabulary will be automati-
cally enlarged.

In reading newspapers, headlines are
the most important signals, since headlines
should tell the reader what the stories are
going to be about. When reading headlines,
the reader will get an idea of the content
of each article or news story. Since headlines
are written to attract the attention and
interest of the readers and because of limits
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of space for the large type, headlines use a
clear pattern of special language, and often
contain obscure words.

The Common Features of Headline Language

In order to evaluate the news, headline
language must be understood. The common
features of headline language found in the
Bangkok Post, the Nation and the Student
Weekly are as follows:

1. The article and the verb "to be" are
frequently omitted.

Example: "Proposed tax charges
postponed - PM" = The Prime Minister
announces that the proposed charges in tax-
ations will be postponed. (The, the, and will
be are all omitted.)

2. Words are often abbreviated, and
short words are frequently used in place of
more common, longer words.

Example: "RP fights ASEAN fudge"
= The Philippines government argues against
proposals by the Association of South East
Asian Nations which it thinks are unclear
and a weak compromise. (fudge = unclear
agreement and a weak compromise)

Other examples:

cut = reduction
pact = agreement, treaty
row = argument, dispute, in-

ternational disagree-
ment, defying football
referee

3. The verb system

3.1 The present simple tense is used
to describe an ongoing process.

Example: "Military seizes power" =
A successful military coup has taken place in
Thailand.

3.2 The present simple tense is used
to describe both something which has
happened and which happens repeatedly.

Example: "Importers complain cus-
toms delay" = Thai importing companies have
complained again that the Customs
Department is creating unnecessary delays
passing their goods through the Port.

3.3 The present progressive tense

is sometimes used, mostly to give the
meaning of something that is developing.

Example: "Democrats gaining in
polls" = Latest public opinion surveys (not
an actual election) show a trend of increasing
support for the Democratic Party in Thailand.

3.4 The infinitive is used to refer to
the future.

Example: "East, West agree to work
together on migration"= The new government
of a united Germany has agreed to work
closely in the future with its eastern neigh-
bours about westward migration from the
Soviet Union.

3.5 Passive constructions

Example: "NZ wool suggested to
mop up Gulf oil spill" = Wool from their
sheep has been proposed by the New
Zealand government to absorb oil spilled
into the Gulf by the lragis.

4. A series of nouns used as adjectives are
blocked together, often without any
verbs or conjunctions.

Example: "Collective action by airport
operatives" = All workers at the airport
will co-operate in a strike.

5. Acronyms
Example: "Researchers reveal likely
causes of SUNDS" = Researchers and
doctors working on the Sudden Unex-
plained Nocturnal Death Syndrome have dis-
covered a probable cause. (The popular phrase
for SUNDS is "cot deaths").

6. Space-saving punctuation
Quotations, cause/effect relations and
questions are often signified through
punctuation:

Example: "Soviets warn West: Don't
dash peace bid with Ground War" = Soviet
Government tells all members of the Alliance
against Iraq not to destroy new Russian
efforts to bring about a peaceful settlement
in the Gulf by starting a ground attack just
now.

7. Positive or negative meanings of
words used in headlines

Example: a. ‘boost’ -
positive, or extra growth

something
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b ‘soar’ -adramatic increase (could be positive
or negative)
¢ ‘looms’ - something negative is coming

Getting Started: Reading News from English Language Newspapers

The most practical and effective way of starting to read news in English language
newspapers is to use a native language newspaper as background for beginners. In this way
the readers will gain more self-confidence and feel familiar with the news. Thus, the reader
will have a head start towards understanding the English language newspapers.

The next step is skimming. By skimming, the reader should glance through the news
story quickly in order to see what it is about, whether it is interesting and what its main
details are. Normally, the most important facts will be contained in the first paragraph

called the "lead”.
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News story No.1

Allies poised to launch land battle

]

Bush spurns

Gorbachev’s
peace plan

Nicosia (Reuter) — US Presi-
dent George Bush apparently
cleared the way for the start of
a Gulf ground war, saying an
11th hour Soviet peace plan
fell short of allied demands.

" Without waiting for Iraq’s response to
proposals by Soviet President Mikhail
Gorbachev, Bush yesterday ruled out
negotiations with Baghdad and
declared:

“The goals have been set out — there
will be no conceasions.”

He told reporters the Gorbachev plan,
put to Iragi Foreign Minister Tareq
Aziz in Kremlin talks on Monday, “falls
well short of what would be required'.

Bush made his remarks as more than
600,000 allied troops stood poised in
Saudi Arabia to launch one of the big-
gest land battles in history against half
of Iraq’s one million strong army in and
around Kuwait.

But Gorbachev’s spokesman Vitaly
Ignatenko suggested Moscow was com-
ing out firmly against a land assault
after more than a month of relentless
bombing.

He told reporters: “This offensive
would result in greater casualties and
greater destruction. Our position is to
prevent this destruction.”

But he said Moscow had made no ape-

- cific call-to Bush-to-hold- back-the as-
sault pending a reply from Saddam.

Soviet officials have declined to re-

veal the contents of the plan. Bush, in
his first comments on the proposals,
said:

“President Gorbachev asked that I
keep the details of it confidential and
I'm going to do that,” Bush said. “I will
respect that request in the interest of
thoroughly exploring the initiative.”

The campaign to drive Iraq from Ku-
wait went into its 34th day with the
allies tightening the screw on Iraqi
President Saddam Hussein.

Waves of bombers blasted central
Baghhad all through the night in some
of the heaviest raids on his capital.

Iraq’s deputy prime minister was
quoted in Iran as saying his country had
suffered more than 20,000 dead and
60,000 wounded in the first 26 days of
the war — 20 times higher than previ-
ous official lists.

Aziz left Teheran for Baghdad after
briefing Iranian leaders on the Gorba-
chev plan. Soviet Foreign Minister Al-
exander Bessmertnykh said the Iraqi
minister “must return to Moscow in the
shortest possible time.”

Bessmertnykh also said Moscow
wanted to see Iraq as a “flourishing
state with territorial integrity and play-
ing a worthy role in the world commu-
nity.”

Aziz told Iranian President Ali Akbar
Hashemi Rafsanjani on Baghdad was
dericue in seeking negotations on with-
drawing its troops from Kuwait, Tehe-
ran radio said.

“The acceptance of UN Security
Council resolution 660 and starting ne-
gotiations on a withdrawal from Ku-
wait was a serious step on which we still
insist,” it quoted Aziz as saying.

Moscow said it wanted a swift deci-
sion from Saddam on its proposals, re-
ported to include an unconditional with-
drawal from Kuwait in exchange for a
pledge to keep Iraq intact, oppose sanc-
tions, resist punishment of the Iraqi
leader, and discussion of all further is-
sues, such as the Palestinian question.

A Moscow official said foreign press
accounts “more or less” reflected its
contents.

British Prime Minister John Maq'or'

said the war would go on until Iraq
withdrew unconditionally from Kuwait.

He said in parliament he had been
asked not to give details of the Gorba-
chev plan but added Saddam “has to
withdraw unconditionally...until and
unless he does that the conflict will con-
tinue.”

Military leaders in Washington and
the Gulf stressed they were pressing on
with plans for a ground war.

Correspondents on the war front said
allied forces were manoeuvring into fi-
nal positions for a land battle after a
month-long air onslaught of Iraqi stra-
tegic targets and troops.

Gulf tides are high — right for an
amphibious landing. The next few

@ Continued Page 3

The Bangkok

Post, February 20, 1991




13

In order to understand the news story, the reader should take the following steps:
1. Read the headline.

2. Look at the key word in the headline. In this case, the word "spurn” is a difficult word
which may not be understood.

3. Read the lead, which will tell you what the main points of this news story are, and
you can get the meaning of "spurn" in the lead : President Bush has apparently judged
the last minute Soviet peace plan as inadequate, so the way was clear to begin the ground
war.

4. Try to answer the questions derived from the headline, e.g.:
a. Why did Bush spurn Gorbachev's peace plan?
b. What was Gorbachev's peace plan?
¢. When did Bush spurn Gorbachev's peace plan?
d. How did Bush spurn the peace plan?
e. What is the result of Bush's action?

By answering these questions, the reader will be better able to understand the news story.
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News story No.2

‘The Bear’ teaches Saddam‘ |
about the art of war

Dhahran, Saudi Arabia (Reuter) —
Surrendering Iraqi soldiers didn't
need English to give up. They simply

" shouted “Schwarzkop!, Schwarzkopf,

Schwarzkopf.”

It was their way of getting but of
the Gulf War and paying tnbute to
the bear-like allied military com-
mander who turned Saddam Hus-
sein's "mother of battles” into the
“mother of surrenders”.

In the eafterglow of victary, US
Army Genetal H. Norman Schwarz-
kop{is being bailed by strategists s
ons of the great masters of war and
his opponent o & sawdust Caesar.

With a ceaseflire declared and the

’ Iraqi army.in tatters, Schwarzkopl

. savours one of history’s biggeat mili-
tary victories — a 38-day air war that

- ended after 100 -hours of ground
. fightin T

The fr.nqi armmy has been battered
La bloedy ]uulp by 600.000 allied sol-

diers who lost leas than 160 dead. So
desperate were Lragi troopa to surren-
der that some were scen raising their
hands in surrender o a pilotless ro-
bot plana. .

Schwarzkopf says he does not know
how many Lraqi soldicrs were killed
because their bodies are now in mass
graves in the desert, .

With the hammering the lragis
took from tho air and on land, their
death toll might number in the tens
of thousands.

.The burly four-star geveral, who is
bicknamed “The Bear and “Storm-
ing Norman,” also says he could have
l.d;{en qul;\‘dtd if be wanted,

e says his troops pushed Lo within
240 kms of the Iragi capital and as far
s he knows, the Iraqis never noticed.

“If it had been our intention to
overrun Iraq, we could hdve done it”

Schwirzkopf's tactical elincher —

planned in a tiny, windowless Piyadh

military bunker — was to hide an )

entire army from Iraqi commanders
aqd do it in the heart of their terri-
tory. :
1t was s move that made Saddam's
sctling up decoy tanks and planes ca
the ground loo{ like & child's trick.

Scmnn.ko 's deception lef Iraqi
coromanders believing that the allies
were going to attack occupied Kuwait

from the ses and from the Saudi bor.

der with Kuwait,

Iraq massed its strongeat forces
there and set up the “Saddam line” of
sand walls, oil-filled ditches and min-
efields. The line lasted two hours into
the ground war,

With Iraq's air force grounded and
ita ability to track the enemy blinded,
Schwarzkop! then moved the bulk of
his army far to the west and invaded
lraq itself, outflanking the enemy.

It looked easy but it could have

ended in disaster.

The West Point-trained Schwarz.
kop( conceded that when US troops
arrived in Saudi Arabia last August,
Saddam had the upper band.

US forces were outnumbered by
Ireqi troops in Kuwail. The lraqis
had more tanks, more artillery.

Some military experts say the lra-
gis could have overrun Saudi Arabia
and controlled much of the world's
supply of ail. .

But Saddam, sccording to Schwarz-
kopf, seema to have known nothing of
the art of war. '

At a briefing to reporters on
Wednesday,
laughed when asked what he thought

- of Saddam, 83, as & military leader.

"He is neither a strategist, nor la by

" schooled in the art of war, ner fshe s |

tactician, nor Is Be a lonlrnl.'nor ls
he a soldier,” Schwarzkopl said,

A

hwarzkopf, 66, .

“Other than that he ia a grest mili-
rcan,” he added sarcastically.
Seldom has hislory pitted two more
unlikely men ageinat each other. |

Schwarzkopl is a soldier, a tact-
cian, & strategist. He also puts the
safety of his troops first.

Saddam had uecullon.nquudn at
{he battlefront o stop his men de-
serting. :

Tbe‘luqi leader talked much of the
glory of war, Schwln.k.opf, whose
{des of relaxation is to listen to the
sounds of wild ducks on tape, spoke of
the “profanity” of it all.

He wanted & war where “thers s
s little cost in blood as posaible.
Saddam - wanted the “mother of
battles.” - : X

Saddam told- his: soldiars,- “This
“your Kuwait, you must fight and dis
for it" Schwarzkop( led an arwy that
called the battle, “the fight to go
bome.” . .

March 1, 1981

The Bangkok Post, March 1, 1991

In news story No., 2, there is no lead. If it is not known who "The Bear" is, the first
paragraph of the news story should be read and the answer may be found. If the reader is
still puzzled, then the second and the third paragraphs, etc. must be tried. (The answer is
in the eighth paragraph).

The next step is to try to answer the questions suggested from the headline, for
example

1. Who is " The Bear"?

2. What does "The Bear" teach Saddam?
3. When does "The Bear" teach Saddam?
4. What is the art of war?
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Misleading Headlines

Headlines are written in the newspaper office to top news stories from home and abroad.
Space is limited. Time is short. Readers must be wooed. Thus, in order to read news with
understanding and accuracy, a few points have to be taken into consideration, because

headlines may be misleading.

Headline No.1

. [ .
Turkish embassy bombed
* Belrut (Reuter) — A bomb exploded outside the Turk-
ish embassy in Lebanon early yesterday, causing dam-
.age but no injuries, security sources said.

The blast shattered windows in the building and set
ablaze two cars parked opposite the embasay, located
in the Baabda area in the hills above east Beirut.

~ The explosion brought to 13 the number of attacks
in Lebanon on embassies, banks or establishments of
_ countries associated with the US-led coalition..

0

The Bangkok Post, February 9, 1991

If only the headline is looked at, there are two possible meanings: the bombing happened
in Baghdad (because of the Gulf War at that time) or in the country of the
reader. (Also, "bombing" can mean a bomb placed on the ground or dropped from the air to
the ground.) If the dateline? is read, the answer is clear; it was in Beirut, Lebanon. When the
news story is read, it will be discovered that a bomb exploded on the ground outside the Turkish
Embassy in Lebanon, in the hills above East Beirut
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Headline No.2

6 held fdr CNN takeover bid

Jerusalem (Reuter) — Six activists -from Israel's
far-right Kacli'movement were remanded in custody
for six days yesterday afler trying to take over an
office of the Cable News Network television com-
pany.

Police said the activists broke into a CNN office at
the Hilton Hotel in Tel Aviv on Thursday nightinan .
attempt to broadcast a message urging Israel to
retaliste against Iraq for its Scud missile attacks,
using nuclear weapons il necessary. Fwth 5 ﬂ‘“

The Bangkok Post, February 9, 1991

If only the headline is read, it may be thought that some businessmen have
been arrested for trying to buy CNN (Cable News Network, the U.S. television organis-
ation owned by Mr. Ted Turner). "Takeover" as used in this headline involves physical
force. When the reader looks at the dateline and finds out that it is Jerusalem, the
puzzlement increases. Only after reading through the whole story, will it become clear that, in
fact, six right-wing Israeli activists broke into the CNN office at the Hilton Hotel in Tel Aviv
in order to try to broadcast a message against Iraq urging Israel to use nuclear weapons. It is
not an attempt to topple Mr. Ted Turner..



Headline No.3

genuine?

As Business blessorvs,
Uhe stock market opens up
wnd the gorernment gota
senious aboul tollecting
tax and sccounlants sre
snowed under with work,

Dul meny even within
the industry say dubiovs
sccoualing principles,
dodgy ethical alanderds
end & dearth of profles-
sionslism are Jeopardis
ing prewth, °

“Indoncsis hes bren
asleep for 9o long. New
s rattled --.h“m;w
€an’t posaibly wipect pro-
lessions] education o
keep up,” 2aid enc accoun-
Lnt turned business cun-
avltant.

As s rew breed of West.
erneducated  business
men takes orer from com-
pany founders. ecvoun-
tancy §s bvooming mere

.

Important.

"Rather than govern by
Instinct like the old men,
Ihe new generstisn wanl
Lo rely en slatlstics. They
look stthe numbers andif
the numbers are Iyinr.
they cant make senalble
decisions,” sald & senior
Indonesian pesiner in »
multinslisnsl sccountan-
o firm. .

Many local firms have
for yearr hept basic finan.
tlal data sway frem the
prying eyes of the public
and the taxmsn, and they
sre unable or unwilling lo
abey disclosure rules fully
when Uvey Listin the new.
ly-energetic atach mar.
Xel, secountanls say.

+ "With the dest will in

the world, bols of firms -

dan't even knew what &
good set of books 1s,” anid
one local accountant,

"I've had cllents bresk-.

ing rules thal wery the
wrong rules in the first
place, crealing books that
were more  damaging
then i they had hept
proper books.® .

The recent scandal ot
Bank Duta, which re.
vesled long-standing for-
cign eachange losser of
$420  million & lew
montha afler going pub-
Yie. shows how unseliodle
discloaure ia

There was nat u men
tion of the Josses in Duta’s
preapectua, which Includ-
ed scovunts sudited by &
little-known fieem,

Indonesia’s  Preaident
Suhasto, whe chains char.
ities which #wn sver 70%

wouldn't pass musier for
s secend eisewhere,” snid
the  local  scceuntant
*Disclosure la all wery
well, bulifthe figures ary
untrve thea e lrreie
anl”

Profemsionslism 1 at
Jew ebb particularly In
the amaller Jocal firma,
which etz efen compro-
mised by relying on sne or
two big clients for huge

“ alsbe of Incema, industry

sources sey.

“i & client whe pre-
vides you with JO% of
your income is playing ac-
tobatice with the lax of-
fice but Lells.you Lo keep

our meulh clesed, yeu.

cep your mouth closed,”
the sccountant daid,

" SUPPORT

Altheugh the Indene
slan A L

I’nesian books
lack a touch '_o_f |
professionalism

Jokarla (Ru'ul'tr)—lmpru-lve figures, soy forcign lnvestors lcking through the
booka of many a company in Indonesia’s booming private sector. But are they

ernment rules make Lhem
bard lo replece. Jadarta
docs el scxept creden
Lials frem privete nstitu-
tions, which rcludes peo-
nc whe cannet find places
alate universities.
“We understand it's wa-
Qalr, bt iy hard L
change Whe law” said
Kstiep Abdoelkadir, head
of Lhe World Bank-bached
Caordinating Axency for
Acceunting Uevelapment.
All scceuntanis whe do
quslify have W do by
« yoars of government ser-
e frem which many
aever emerge.

+ oo Despite the deluge of
vk frem  tempanies
Lhat bave decided
sursighten wp Deir bowks
Le puy tazen or g9 public,
competition remeing
fieree, and sccountants
sccusc ene snecher of fre-
u!u’n’ that premetes sn

ation (LAJ) has & prolifer

Lstien of commitiees try

(nf. e far with litue re.
sull, Lo work eul pew
acceunting principles and

* tighler eontrele, Lhey sey

the government does tos
Litle Lo support them.

“ICs & pelitical ques-
tioa. The gevernment has
becnme shy abeut repric
manding sinaller secoun.
tanla and meking them
behave. It doesnl invite
rubh: sympathy if yeu're
abelled  pro-big  busic
ness,” said & prominent
1Al member.

The industry suffen
{rom a Jack of personnet.

“There sre ome 5,000

guslified acomunianus I

» (I ach.

Wi were oltmwb
lic mmpany sudit ot four
millien rupish (32,100).
We couldn) have done bt
for Yese than 75 millien
rupish (340,0001," said
the partaer in the multi-
nstienal firm, “The enly
way you canafend o Lake
these porla of fees is by
oot daing Lhe werk.”

the industry can defing
and sliek te up-lo-date ac-
counting principles, and
il foreign investors make
it dews that henest bosh-
Reeping is 8 prerequisile
for luxeu!urhln_\ ven
tures, sareuntanta and
esnsulany sgree

"Byl it seys something

TMn‘u will Improve If

17

of Dank Dula’s shares, Jndenesis, but  enly  sbeut scowunts thet
catled soon sfler thedebs:  yrgund o fiflh srain pri-  [ndeacsian h’:?n:uu
cle for mere ethical bee  yyte practice. bave s far get sleng s
Rarious by accauntanta. They ore  regularly  weil without i, seid 3
; M:s‘lhﬁ;n:‘y:lt ::;:; p:‘:hd‘hly :\d- firme, forcign businese consul.
ing wi naciple and much-criticised last,

- Now.17,1119

The Bangkok Post, November 17, 1991

This is curiously misleading. Reading of only the headline may lead to conclusions
about shoddy printing and production of books in Indonesia. However, if the whole
story is read, the reader will learn about dishonesty by businessmen and accountants
not keeping proper records and account books.

In this example, it is necessary to take account of the fact that the headline and news
story were printed on the business pages.

It is important to note the particular section of a paper that a story appears in, as it will
give a clue to the meaning of some words, e.g. "takeover", which can involve:

money (business section)

force (world news section)

personality (political section, e.g. John Major take over from Margaret Thatcher as party
leader.)
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Headline No.4

From the headline, it may be supposed that most of the Chinese people supported the
Americans in the Gulf War. In fact, if the news story is read, the opinions are gathered
from a bank clerk, a factory worker and a retiree from about 50 letters sent to the US
Embassy in Peking since the Gulf War started on January 17, 1991 expressing support for
the Americans. This is much, much less than the headline appears to claim.

Chinese people back

A BANK ct.uu( -.u-H-N
US forora in the Oull Wor. A
—wl"m&A-d--&-
Hhe Aroha and ml s brog A
rllrve predicla o UR virtery vad
ke (o otiand the White Hewas evle-
o
M-nlmmdw
she hevs arnl ‘ddvien, rncoursge
ment and even money e tre US Fm-
\-,ur"n«. umumg:"n‘v
nn\dcu anvary |T. Denpl
nll:7 for both sidee o

”m”thld e r‘

'Ihn of s woy W romers

llMul remmender
I mmay et havs thowght of 1.*
vn fetter froem on inland ety begon
The writer seggoried wraving
Suge mata with slnpe of rubber rova
woed Urrs ond piscing Uhene sver the
i 40 profect -cdnl |hlv n'b
vton, Conelruction werk (3
cily we mach mots -hmm
foondstions, he ani
el d (the lriters} are teofly

Shew i cwme .
Aboet 30 betlers have arrived s
for, """‘.W
ment olfices that
withow! wewernl. Many sonisined
Semey —~ ¢ el of shoul 00 yusn,
.ll“ vhld\lhc-mbl-y-ﬂvﬂl
depailed I 8 Woahingten bonk
srcount for war wee, Ne one hoo lal
el the daily phone calls of
Only twe o Unwee drlters bave
been ertticsi of the US rule, the t0-

Americans in Gulf

T Peking

vmnll.lo.-uunt h--
et Ihﬂ
& we the U-Kd
Slates lb-ﬂ- thu-

public Oﬂbn- © Weakingwa
vnr—ly‘

Al A China's lesders wa-
demred ireg’s inveriea of l'-nlL
lhvylnrn world in which Ut United
Balen be m warhelienged arbiter of
jties. Mang Chinwss e @ wel-

l.
re wevde s bu 0 lnterna lios-
o nlkmu-n sad Use United Bsire
d—uhu. 8 redeste student sk

ulnm sludenia Mentily Sed-
dare with their pwn leoders,” & Zove-
U-- diplomat mid “They ore the

wd Blales as tha bare grag
ageinet the dictator.”

T lS-??,LA fn’f-F.,Lh'H\;

The Bangkok Post, February 10, 1991
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A Fascinating Conflict between Headline & Lead

Headline No.5

Poll defeat may force.
Major to call earxly
ballot .

BRITAIN’S ruling Conserva—
tive Party has suffexred =
stunning defeat' in a by .
election tbhat has dimmed
speculation Prime Ministerx .
Jobhn Major will call an
early national ballot.
The upset on Thursday
might in Ridbble Valley.,
noxrth of Manchastexr, .
| reflected enormous
discontent with the

© so-—called poll taxA
introduced last yesax
and noq'under rqvieu-

The Nation, March 9, 1991

Look first at Headline No. 5 in the Nation on March 9, 1991 about a by-election
result in England. The headline says that the defeat of the government candidate may force
(= compel) Prime Minister John Major to call an early General Election i.e. before the
absolute deadline of summer 1992. The lead sentence describes the defeat as stunning
(= huge & surprising), but argues the opposite of the headline - saying that the defeat has
dimmed (= reduced) speculation that Mr. Major will call an early General Election.

Of course, the lead in the Nation (from Reuters) is correct. and the headline added in
Bangkok is wrong. Could it be that the sub-editor writing the headline didn't understand the
word ‘dimmed’?
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Judging the Reliability of the Source

The reliability of the source contributes
a great deal to the reliability of the news.
There are four reputable independent
international news agencies:

i) Reuter - British

ii) AFP (Agence France Presse) - French

iif) UPI (United Press International.) -
American

iv) AP (Associated Press) - American
Many countries also have a state news
agency such as

TASS of Russia

Bernama of Malaysia

NCNA of China (New China News
Agency)

INA of Iraq (Iragi News Agency) etc.
alongside which the international news
agencies may or may not be permitted to
work. In addition, specifying the source of
information is often very important in news
articles, which is why reported speech is
often used. When the source is not
specified, the words "allegedly”, "reportedly”
and "supposedly" are frequently used.
Moreover, "sources close to" may mean the
great man himself - but he does not want to
be quoted directly. Sometimes, the news story
may quote an official or a diplomat who
wishes to remain anonymous.

Some sources are biased, and readers
must keep this possibility in mind when
reading news stories.

The following are some examples of
biased sources.

1. "Official" news agencies controlled
by the state, such as TASS and NCNA.

All communist countries used to have
official news agencies.

2. Media reports from countries where
it is controlled to a greater or lesser degree:
Thailand, Singapore, Malaysia, Indonesia,
Laos, Cambodia, Burma, India, Pakistan,
Iran, Iraq and all Arab countries.

3. Government spokesmen in one-party
states.

4. Sports managers who are always
optimistic that their players or teams will
be the best or the winners.

5. Business companies, always putting
forward propaganda for their products.

6. Show-business agents, who try to get
good publicity for actors or pop stars.

How much should the following news
stories be trusted?

When reading through the next two
news stories, all about Saddam, ask yourself
how much you can believe in them, by judging

1. the dateline
the source
the details
the headline

. absence of byline (byline = name of
the writer)

AN E RN
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Jordan shocked
by Iraqi pullout

Ammay (Reyter) — Ap-
ger, dls pﬂu‘» .

Those were the reac-
tions sweeping Jordan af-
ter Iraqi President Sad-
dam Hussein announced
his army was leaving
Kuwait.

“This is a trick. Some-
one is imitating the voice
of Saddam, it can’t be him
saying he wants to with-
draw,” said Mohammed
Sairouti, a Jordanian who
phoned Reuters seeking
confirmation of the news.
He said he was surround-
ed by 50 disbelieving
people.

“God be against the
conspirators,” said a cler-
ic leading noon prayers at
Amman’s big al-Hussein

Kuwait to an Liraeli

mosquge. “Gad be agailut :
erica, God .unite . the
Muslims.” .

The mood outside the
mosque turned ugly when
a man said: “Saddam has
destroyed us. We backed
him, but he deserted us.
‘We were willing to sacri-
fice our lives, our sons for
him, but he deceived us.”

There was also des
and feelings of abanm
ment among Jordan's
Palestinian population,
who pinned their hopes on

Saddam after he linked

withdrawal frollln

u -
out from the occupied ter-:
ritories of the West Bank

and Gaza Strip.

Iraqi

Fob. 17,199 |

1. The dateline - Amman, Jordan.

2. The source - Reuter, an international
news agency.

3 Thedetails-Jordaniansare quoted (75%
of Jordanians are Palestinians). Now, after
Saddam promised to withdraw from Kuwait,
they are very disappointed.

4, The headline (written in Bangkok) -
an accurate description of the following story.

The Bangkok Post, February 27, 1991

5. No byline.3

This news story had a high degree of truth
because it came from Reuter. Yet, the
writer uses the word "sweeping" in the second
sentence, whereas the quoted evidence is
thin.4 Did he interview people himself, or
translate from Arabic articles in local news-
papers? He is probably an experienced
journalist and may well himself be
Palestinian. Nevertheless, his story was predict-
able under the circumstances.
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News story No.4

—

!

Bangkok Post Friday March 1, 1991

Saddam made
mistakes every
step of the way

Nicosia (Reuter) — Sad-
dam Hussein seemed to
miscalculate almost ev-
ery step of the way in the
Gulf crisis.

By the time the ceasc-
fire came yesterday, his
enemies were openly say-
ing you could count on
Saddam to get it wrong.
Formor admirers wore
shnking their boads, la-
menting that the Iragi
leader had brought hu-.
miliation on all Arabs.

The small-town street
fighter from Tikrit, little-
travelled and moulded by
the viciousness of Iraqi
politics, appeared to mis-
read the outside world.

His [irst miscalculation
was to believe the West
would let him get away
with conquering Kuwait
lost August. —

Diglomau in the Gulf

ad Saddam limited
his military operations to
the seirure of the disputed
Rurnailah oilfield and a
few border posts, he may
well have bullied Kuwait
into making concessions
witbout drawing in out-
side powers.

“Saddam could have

alowly blackmailed the
entire Gulf but he went

too far on Day One," one-

western diplomat said.

Instead Saddam carried
out an invasion that out-
raged and united the
world, bringing sanctions
and massive military ret-
ribution.

The Iraqi leedor proba-
bly calculated his arma-
suppliers  in Moocow
would stand b
the end the on{y help he
got from the Soviet Union
was in stopping.the wu

Saddam’s ltrnteg{
fired. He thought his ull
to share Quif oil riches
with the poor and under-
priveleged of the Arab
world would trigger pro-
Baghdad street uprisings

undermine his Areb
opmcnb.lt didn't.

is depiction of foreign
forces as infidels defiling
the Islamic heritage drew
some support from Mus-
lim fundamantalists. But
they were powerless to of-
fer Saddam material sup-

rt or tip the diplomatic

alance in his favour.

Saddam hoped taking
western and Japanese
hostages would deter t.be
West. It didn't. .

He calculated that fir
ing Scud missiles into La-
rael would bring the Jew-
ish state into the war and
split the US-Arab coali-
tion against him. It
didn't.

He repeatedly mis-
judged his chief sdver-
sary, US . President
Goorge Bush, apparently
convinced that sventually
Washinglon, scarred by
its Vietnam experience,
would not go to war,

Saddam, 63, who had
never attended a military
academy, tock control of
the army from his gener-
als — another gross mis-
take, according to the
allios.

As bombe rained down
with remarkable preci-
sion, a clearly baffled

- Baghdad openly acknowl-

edged that it could not
compete with high tech-
nology weapo in the
air war., The Iraqi air
force flew to safety in
Iran

When it was clear that
:.ho glr:und war t«ogl was
ost, lra ibly to
save Sa dnmru;noo —
procrastinated. in- accept-
ing the UN resolutions. It
provided the allies with
more time to smash hia
once mighty army.

1. The dateline - Nicosia.

2. It is from Reuter - which is an
international news agency.

3. The details.

The background to a Nicosia dateline
is crucial to understand this item. It is in
Nicosia, Cyprus, that NATO monitors Arab
radio, and some TV journalists based there
are given written summaries and become

The Bangkok Post, March 1, 1991

experts. This story is more of an analytical
think piece; i.e. an article rather than a news
story

Diplomats based in Cyprus, however, are
unlikely to comment. The writer is using old
quotes from western diplomats in the Gulf or
whole area.

4. Headline - accurate.

5. The story deserved a byline.
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Never a Day without New Words

By reading newspapers day by day until
it becomes routine, the reader's vocabulary
will be enlarged unbelievably.

The following are some techniques in
helping the reader understand new words
without using a dictionary.

1. Guessing the meaning of the new words.

a.
More Thai Medics
To Fly To The Gulf
A SECOND
group of 30 Thai doctors and
nurses is scheduled to leave for
Saudi Arabia next Wednesday, according
to a Public Health Ministry source.
The Bangkok Post, January 19, 1991
L
What is the meaning of "medics"?
It might be guessed from the context, as meaning "doctors and nurses".
b.

IRAQ PLEDGES IT WON'T
BACK TERRORIST ATTACKS

Iraq yesterday said it would not support
terrorism against Thailand and also
promised to honour a 2,000-million-baht
debt owed to a Thai rice exporting
consortium.

The Bangkok Post, January 11, 1991

What are the meanings of "pledges" and "back"? It might be guessed from the
context, as meaning "promises” and "support”.
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Bush keen to quash image of US role as policeman

Washington (AFP)-In the wake of the allied victory in the Gulf,
President George Bush is trying to dispel the notion that the United
States is the world's policeman, while asserting its readiness to act if
its security is at stake.

The Bangkok Post, March 4, 1991

What does "to quash image" mean?

If the reader reads the first paragraph, he will see the phrase "to dispel the notion."
Again, if he does not know either "quash" or "dispel”, he has to guess. Actually it means "destroy".
So, Bush does not want people to think of the U.S. as the world's policeman.

2. Understanding the new word by reading the whole news story.

The reader has to read the complete news story, then he can understand its
meaning.

shir, on Saturday extended
{oy another month & unilat-
era! ceaspefire in the 8-year-
old civil war.

El-Bashir msade the an-.
Y nouncement during a
meeting of a committee he
created to discuss ways to
end fighting between the
government and the Sudan
People's Liberation Army.

El-Bashir said he extend-
ed the ceasefire, which ex-
pired on Saturday, for an-
other month fo enhance
“the atmosphore of di-

alogue.” O!J’\J.,lqt‘)

The Bangkok Post, October 2, 1989

ceasefire or end of hostilities / fighting
a temporary halt in a violent conflict
the stopping of fighting for a period

truce



‘Rubble of
Baghdad’
at Pentagon

Unllod Pross Intornalional

Washinglon

PROTESTERS dumped several piles of
debris, to represent ‘‘the rubble of
Baghdad,"’ on a road in front of the
Pentagon yesterday.

Pentagon police said ninc prolesters
were bnefly detained by police afier
they spread scveral piles of large chunks
of concrcte and a pile of what appcared
to be asphalt and dirt on both sides of
the road in front of one of the
Pentagon’s main entrances.

The piles forced trafTic onto the
sidewalks adjacent to the road but the
roadway was not closed during ihe
moming rush hour,

Prolester Brian Barrett said the’
purpose ol the stunt was *‘to bring the
rubble of Baghdad right where it
belongs'' and to protest the loss of more
than 100,000 lives in the Gulf war.

**We're repenting for the whole

thing,” he said. ‘'We're repenting for -
- the sins of the govemmént that were

done in our name."’ -

Elizabeth MCalister, an  anti-war
aclivist since the Victnam War and wilc
of political activist Philip Bervigan, suid,
**As soon as we'do it Lo another country

" [create destruction) it comes back to

us."” .
One Presbyterian minister, The Rev.

John Bell, said he came to offer prayers
in front of the rubble.

The Nation, March 6, 1991

rubble = several piles of large chunks of concrete and a pile of what appeared to
be asphalt and dirt on both sides of the road.
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Advising students about reading to the end of news stories and articles

There are three chief techniques used by newspapers to persuade readers to continue
to the end of the story/article:

1. by using sub-headings.

THE NATION | Sunday Merch ), 1991
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When an article has sub-headings,
the reader can glance through them quickly
and will know immediately what each
sub-paragraph/section is about. The secon-
dary points are explained under sub-
headings. In the example, there are five
sub-headings: Mega-projects, Finance,
Agriculture, Commerce, and Industry/Energy.
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newspapers, especially tabloids® do this
more blatantly than the more serious.
However, this technique is especially
favoured by the prestigious New York Times
and the Washington Post. Most of the
readers will turn-over even if what they
have read so far is not all that interesting
and if they come across the news story

In addition, the reader can choose any
sub-heading according to his preference
and read that section or paragraph(s) only.

half way through, they will turn to the page
where it began and read from the beginning
(see example on page 12).

2. by using "turning-over" the story/
article to another page, often in the middle
of a sentence. Popular English language

3. by using a double topic style of writ-
ing designed to keep the readers' attention.

END FLOODS, QUICKER TRAFFIC PLEDGED (headline)
Governor Chamlong presented two proposals yesterday (lead - in
to make living in Bangkok less unpleasant. He which the
outlined detailed expenditure, which he promised writer has
to put into effect during the next few weeks, to set up a
prevent flooding in the north-east of the capital two-part
during the rainy season. Secondly, the Governor news story)

published the exact route of his promised ‘over-
head’ railway network, which is in addition to, and complimentary with, the government's ‘Sky

Train’ project.
"Last year's flooding will not be repeated”, the Governor said yesterday ..... (SEVERAL
PARAGRAPHS FOLLOW)

FEWER TRAFFIC JAMS sub-heading

Turning to his plans for an ‘over-head’ railway,

Governor Chamlong told reporters yesterday ....

(SEVERAL MORE PARAGRAPHS FOLLOW)

(Residents of north-eastern Bangkok will read every word of the first half of the story. People
who live elsewhere in the city will study the second half of the story to discover if the
proposed route of the ‘over-head’ railway will help them personally.)
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NB. Students of newspapers should be
warned that the skill and art of fitting a
news story into the exact space available
on the page against the clock often
results in the final paragraph(s) being
cut. So, newspaper writers will avoid
delaying strong points for the end of the
story, and will generally put conclusions
not at the end (for fear of being
cut) but soon after the opening
paragraphs. Since, when working against
the clock, there is just not time to make
careful cuts in the middle of a story,
possibly involving re-writing and re-
setting, so the cutting of final paragraphs
or sentences is widely practised, as is
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e

Hesdquarters

by having a striking picture, map or diagram to attract readers’ attention.
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The Bangkok Post, February 22, 1991

the cutting of final sentences of any
paragraph.

In conclusion, in reading and understand-
ing the news with accuracy, readers must be
on the lookout for the misleading nature of
some of the news, for the sources from
which the news comes, and the section in
which the news is printed, e.g. sport, business,
as it is sometimes necessary to guess the
meaning of some words from the context. If
readers can follow the news, they will
absorb a new vocabulary day by day without
using a dictionary, and then can enjoy reading
newspapers with ease and pleasure.
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NOTES:

1. This article has been adapted from the paper presented at IATEFL'S 25th
International Conference, 3-6 April 1991, University of Exeter, England.

2. The dateline indicates the place where the news story was written and may also show
the date when the story was filed/sent.

3. Is the Reuter's correspondent a Palestinian himself?

4. The writer claims anger, disbelief and despair were/are "sweeping" (= found across
the country and increasing). He does not appear to have the evidence to use the word
“sweeping"

5. A tabloid is a newspaper with about half the page size of an ordinary newspaper
and usually contains many pictures and a limited amount of serious news.
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APPENDIX

Practice Exercise

Read the following headlines under A and match with the news stories under B.

A
1.

10.

11.

12.

B
PATRIOTS SCARE AWAY SCUD a.
NIGHTMARES
BAGHDAD USING CAPTURED
AIRMEN AS HUMAN SHIELDS
CITY ON 48 HOUR-TERRORIST
ALERT
SHIPPING FIRMS SHUN GULF AS b.
WAR RISK CHARGES SOAR
GOVT CONFIDENT ECONOMY TO
GROW FAVOURABLY DESPITE
WAR
SADDAM WARNS OF LONG AND
BLOODY WAR
SADDAM'S SCUD BARRAGE A
RECURRING NIGHTMARE
HEAVY BOMBING AS FORCES c.
PREPARE FOR GROUND WAR
IRAQI PILOTS IN IRAN NOT
DEFECTORS, SAY BRITISH
ALLIES IN HUDDLE TO PLOT
STRATEGY d.
BAGHDAD REELS ON BEING HIT
BY WAVES OF BOMBING
IRAQ REJECTS PROPOSAL FOR
CEASEFIRE

In the judgement of the British
government, the Iraqi pilots who

have flown many of the most modern
planes in the Iraqi airforce to neighbouring
Iran have done so under orders and
are not running away from the war,
Iraq is firing Scud missiles from mobile
launchers, as yet not destroyed by Allied
airforces, night after night against
neutral Israel (and against enemy Saudi
Arabia) giving civilians in those
countries sleepless nights, perhaps in air
raid shelters - all like a bad dream
which is repeated, a recurring and
frightening experience.

Someone, an Allied leader or Russian
leader perhaps, has put forward a plan
to bring about a quick ceasefire in the
Gulf War, but Iraq has turned down this
proposal completely.

The American ground-to-air missile,

the Patriot, is providing a mostly
effective defence against the Scud short-
range ground-to-ground Iragi missiles
fired from mobile launchers and, so, is
allowing Israeli citizens to sleep

more soundly and their government to
remain neutral in the war.

The Thai government forecasts that the
country's economic growth will continue
at much the same rate as at present or
better, notwithstanding the Gulf War,
which Thailand supports, but to which
it is contributing very little.

Even more bombing raids against Iraqi
strategic and tactical targets are in
progress as a prelude to the ground
attack to liberate Kuwait, with the
specific objective of saving the lives

of Allied ground troops.

The President of Iraq forecasts that

the war over Kuwait will last a long
time and that many will be killed on
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both sides.

h. Allied airmen who have landed in
Irag, or have bailed out over Iraqi
territory, have been taken by the Iraqi
government to places in the country
where there are strategic targets (which
the Allies might attack from the air) in
the hope that the risk of killing their
colleagues will deter attack.

i. The people of the city of Baghdad, and
the Iraqi military leaders stationed
there, are finding it difficult to
stand upright (physically and
metaphorically) as more and more bombs
rain down from allied aircraft.

j. The Thai Government has warned
everyone living in Bangkok to be on special
lookout for Arab/Iragi terrorists
during the next couple of days, and
has deployed police and soldiers at
foreign embassies.

k. Due to the war to liberate Kuwait,
insurance premiums on cargoes, in
particular, and on ships have been
hugely increased, and consequently
shipping lines have decided to avoid
sailing to the area.

. Allied political and military leaders
have met (or spoken on the telephone,
more likely) and discussed future
policy in the Gulf War.

II. Read the following news stories and then complete each headline with the words given
in the list below.

1.

air raid speculation fails
peace bid threatens gear for
wages spurns step up
under scrutiny dumps

UN CHIEF'S MISSION TO BAGHDAD...........
The Secretary General of the United Nations has been unsuccessful during talks in
Baghdad with the Iraqi President to try and persuade him to withdraw from Kuwait.

............. OVER GROUND OFFENSIVE MAY BE PREMATURE
It is too soon since the Desert Storm air offensive began to fix the date when the
ground troops of the allies may begin advancing into Kuwait.

ALLIES........... GROUND OFFENSIVE
Allied ground forces in Saudi Arabia, and at sea in the Gulf, are moving forward nearer
the front line or shore in preparation for an attack to liberate Kuwait,



10.

11

................. ON BAGHDAD KILLS CAPTURED PILOT
The Iraqis have reported that an Allied pilot held as a prisoner of war in Baghdad has
been killed in an air attack.

WHITE HOUSE................... US: SOVIET PEACE PLAN
The American President personally (or the American government) has dropped a plan to
bring about peace in the Gulf war which had had joint American-Russian backing.

ALLIES................. AIR WAR
The air offensive by the Allies against Iraq is increasing in intensity.

MOSCOW HAS MADE LAST..............
The Soviet government has put forward a last minute peace plan to bring the Gulf War
to an end.

MASSIVE OIL SLICK................. GULF

The Iraqis have deliberately spilt into the Gulf from Kuwait a large quantity of oil
which will do little or nothing to affect the war--but, floating on the surface of the sea
for some while, it will damage severely bird and marine life and perhaps destroy Saudi
Arabian and Gulf states desalinization plants.

US "SECRET" WAR FROM BASE IN TURKEY

Under the North Atlantic Treaty, Turkey, which is a member of this organisation, has
granted a fellow member, the USA, bases. From one of these the newspaper says an
unpublicised (and therefore “secret") part of the war against Iraq is being pursued.

TV ROLE IN GULF WAR...............

Allied military and political leaders are looking closely at the pictures shown on
television worldwide about the Gulf War to judge if there should be further censorship,
not only owing to the danger of giving too much information to the enemy, but also in
case the pictures inflame public opinion in Allied countries against the war.

BUSH................ GORBACHEV'S PEACE PLAN
President Bush has ignored the last minute so-called peace plan put forward by the
Soviet Union, on the eve of the land battle in the Gulf.
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