Abstract
National Educational Policy and National Language Policy

Sippanonda  Ketudat
National Education Commission

1. Rationale

The National Educational Scheme of B.E. 2521 stresses national and
international unity, cooperation and communication. In line with the National

Educational Scheme, the National Language Policy should cover the following four
areas :

1. national languages
2. foreign languages
3. regional languages
4.

minority languages

National policy regarding the national language has been succinctly stated

has not yet been specified for lack of essential data. Currently the interest is on
the foreign language policy which is the main focus of this presentatjon. {/
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2. Guidelines for Policy Development .. o L
Available data accrued from research, analyses, practical considerations
and past and present experiences help shape the development of the national

educational policy. Relationships among various areas of policy development which
are the functions of the National Education Commission (NEC) are illustrated below.

Having the responsibility for research, planning, and educational policy
development, the NEC has pursued the studies in foreign language education and

discovered that there have been very few researches having impact on language

policy.
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3. Guidelines for Considering Foreign Language Policy

In developing a foreign language policy, five principles regarding the
following areas should be considered :
' 1. Education
Psychology of foreign language learning, the acquisition of the
mother—tongue as springboard for foreign language acquisition, motiva-
tion, readiness, tecacher preparation, etc. should be considered.
2. National Security
The teaching of Thai should be compulsory and begin early.
3. Racial Integration
The teaching and learning of Thai as an avenue (o national
integration should be required at all levels of education.
/4. Information Dissemination
English is the most widely used international language for academic
and occupational purposes,
5. International Relations
The languages of all friendly nations are regarded as having the
same status.



‘,Zi.,PoliCy and Guidelines Concerning Foreign Language Education

Contrastive Review of the foreign language curricula of B.E. 2503 (A.D.

1960) and BE. 2520 (1977)

B.E. 2503

B.E. 2520

LdWer Elementary (Grades 1-4)

- Required study load
25 hours/week.

- No foreign language curriculum,
~ Special permission granted to
schools  for  extracurricular
foreign language program,
not exceeding 5 hours/week.
- There are 144 private schools
éffg;ing extracurricular Chinese courses
5-10 hours/week.

Most schools  offering  English

courses are in Bangkok.

Grades 1-4

~ Required study load 25
hours/week.

— No foreign language curriculum.

- Special permission granted to
qualified schools for offering
extracurricular  English lan-
guage programs, not exceeding
5 hours/week.

~ Private schools which have been
offering Chinese 5-10 hours/week
will have to limit the number
of hours to 5 hours/week.

— Private schools offering other
foreign languages will offer them
as extracurricular courses and
not exceeding 5 hours/week.

— No other schools will be permit-

ted to open other foreign
language  courses  besides 5
hours/week of extracurricular

English.



B.E. 2503

B.E. 2520

Upper Elementary (Grades 5-7)
- Required study load
30 hours/week.
- 3 or 5 hours of English/per -week
stated in the curriculum.

Lower Secondary (M.S. 1-3)
~ Required study load
30 hours/week.
- 4 or 6 hours of English per week
stated in the curriculum.
Upper Secondary (M.S. 4-5)

- Foreign language is elective
(B.E. 2518 Curriculum)

Special Curriculum
No definite policy.

Higher Education
No definite policy.
Each institution has its own curriculum,

Grades 5-6
- 5 hours of English per week
stated in the curriculum to allow
governmental, local, and private
schools which begin English at
this level to choose either English -
for everyday living or English
for occupational purposes as
appropriate for the locality.
— Schools which have been permitted
to teach English from grades
1-4 may seek permission to
continue their English courses.

Lower Secondary
— All foreign languages have the
same status and students choose

to learn one forcign language.

Upper Secondary

~ All foreign languages have the
same status and students choose
to learn two foreign languages.

Special Curriculum

— Private Special Schools and
language  institutes offering
foreign language courses may
continue their operation within
the legal boundary.

- The Ministry of  Education
encourages governmental insti-
tutes to give foreign language
courses if needs arise, and the
Ministry is ready to cooperate
with academic or professional
sources as deemed appropriate.

Higher Education
Students
curriculum.

sclect courses stated in the
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