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Pictures and the teac hing of meanmy
8.2 Bringing the outside world into the classroom

This section is concerned with the role of pictures in the teaching of
meaning. The limitations of most classrooms mean that the outside
world must be simulated. If the representation and reference to the
outside world are understood by the students in the way intended,
then it is hoped they will understand the ‘new’ language associated
with them. The basis of all the activities involves the teacher, tape or
written text describing the content of a picture, with the picture illus-
trating the meaning of the ‘new” language. Alternatively, one or more
pictures might illustrate a dialogue or story; if the dialogue and pic-
tures are understood then it is hoped that the language which is new
to the student will also be understood. The activities in this section,
although of value if used appropriately, would not be done by the
teacher and students unless they were learning a foreign language.
These activities thus contrast with those in section 8.3 which concern
events in the classroom which are of more authentic interest.

Using one example
233 Elephant

Teacher: This is an elephant.

There are many things which are difficult to bring into the classroom,
including elephants! Pictures make it possible. However, a smgie‘
example of an object is sometimes insufficient to focus the students
minds on the interpretation the teacher wishes to coavey. In the
example of the elephant we do not ly want to name the
animal. The language aim could be to say how big it is.

Using several examples

+In order to focus the students’ minds on one aspect of a picture it is
sometimes helpful to show several pictures which all have one key
point in common. :
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ee o tape: (Picture 1) I'm going there!
(Picture 2) P'm going there!

can be used to focus the students’ minds on two contrasting
s rather than on other features which the pictures are illus.

)

b

likes sweets. She doesn't like sweets.
of a piece of card are used for these two pictures. The
ps to teach the meaning of each one.

dislik

er of animals are shown and the pattern of the sentence
unchanged it is likely that the speaker is the |

% This is an elephant. This is a tiger. This is a giraffe, etc.
143

Pictures and the teaching of meaning

263 What might happen?
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Part C Emphasis on listening and readimg

239 Formality / informality 1

Leacher orrape: (Picture 1) Do you like it?
(Picture 2) Like it?
Picture 3) May 1 ask you if you like it?
Picture 4) Excuse me, please. Would you mind if I
ask you whether you like the picture?

MO Formabyy nformality 2

4.

>

;o 2

%4\ x

s

\l 1\_’{ ‘A {
=\

Preture | How do you do.
Prture 2 Hiy
7% :

&

RSN

Tunisagldglninasy  AdldARAUTILTIN
a o 1 v v <
Aanssusnattansldznmaeuldunnunais
314 Nanssn  wEnamseidne oty
LNLUNANHR @01UNTiAIaesna | INeliAg

e 1 A < o
Tpfisnatnannunufiazliasdldliiaaviaania

Tdsrgnaldlnlaglaidnunn

wildautaeniu 4 dou Ao

1. Pictures in the Language Classroom
2. Emphasis on Speaking and Writing
3. Emphasis on Listening and Reading

4. Finding Using and Storing Picture
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 Creating and adapting picoures Part D Finding, using and storing pictures
ST 5 : teaching of meaning, page- mini-dialogues, page 116.
a‘ho.mw 41.6:.7}%1,1&153, 162,195,207, 212,
217,243, 157. -

Pictures of people invite us to who they are, what sort of
people they are (age, family, work, concerns) and what they are think-
ingmhdhghﬁmmmmcmhmpommonlymtdm
us more about the p with actions which are import-
ant in themselves, see quofpeopkmnmm,page 197, (For

examples of the use of pictures of one person, see Activities 40, 78,
143, 145, 195, 220, 223, 225, 270, 276, 286.)

Note A lot of advertisement pictures show a single person, but i is
difficult to speculate seriously about them as people because they are

196
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1,000 Pictures for Teachers to Copy. Collins, 1984

Games for Language Learning. C.U.P. 1984

How to Enjoy Paintings. C.U.P. 1986

Visual Materials for Language Teacher. Longman,

1990
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Doff, Adrian. Teach English : A Training Course for
Teacher. Cambridge: The University Press, 1989
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Some natural ways of remembering words

Asking questions about the words you learn

Words to use when you are learning words

Keeping a record of the words you learn

Finding your way round the book

Check your pronunciation
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Organizing new words

Ways of explaining new words

Recording and remembering

All about dictionaries
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